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ives OF | hittt- 
felf, upon” ‘of ‘his former" life 
of wifdom, and merry James ii 17. 
and yood fruits,’ ‘Whitt the tar’ fays he; job xxix. 
ibgave witnef to me: because delivered th poor that 
cried, and the fatherlefs, and bim that Bad none 
bim, The blefing of bim that was ready to perifp Mi 
upon me, and I caufed the widows beart fo fing fo 
I put on righteoufnefs, and it We 
Wat as a roby anda diadem. I was eyes to blind, 
and feet wai lame Pater to the 
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A SERMON 


ro anche patra cae ate 


the two great views of him, who 
Father tote Por: 


kind? The fatherlefs, the deftitute, and the needy 
: find in him a comforter and a guide, who refcues. 
then to which their 
low condition of “life t66 often expofes them. By 
his paternal care and affe¢tion, the ignorant are in- 
ftruécted,. the frowart? reclaimed, the wicked curbed, 

the indolent ftirred up, and the well-inclined encou- 

| raged; The principles of the growing generation 
| are carly watched,and the plain virtue, 
andi plain. knowledge of the Poor is cultivattcs 


veryvone; 


have’ been: Society for promoting 


and benevelent attention-to the can 
of. the Poor, neceflary part-of the character 


w of the Petr Prov. xxix. 75. 
ewafe he 05, of) the: fame 


hature, and. of the fame Father with: hin- 
felf. Me confidereth, -them., as Chriftian brethren, 


‘mutual, 
making body, of the 
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La 
or religious. con{titation of 
you inecflantly,-by argument,’ by: per- 
e « 
\times,. which by-ne means allow of :indolence 
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dereth his riches as the rewards of virtue and induf- 
but cae the fame tine) "as! talents put into his 
James i.17. thandsiby'the every good gift : wpon -truft, 


tovapply:them tothe proper ufes that offer them 
Matt. xii. 36. give atcound in the day of judgment Riches 
arefuCtuating and means," niot'the 
of happinefs': bbe inftruments of ‘giv: 
ing larger {cope to virtue; great bleflings in the hands 
of the upright, to the-gded of his foul, ‘andthe 
Prov. xxi. Welfare of ‘mankind they‘are-thor ns and fnarei 
inthe way of the sighteous: looks in- 
to himfelf, and from thenidellearns to fhew compat 

fion to others; for in their diftrefles we behold the 
OTT plain image of our own itifirmity, ‘looks over 
the face of mankind ; the: corrupt; eortfased, “and 
diforderly ftate of things: and furely; upon this me- 
laneholy’ view, his) well retain 
moved; when providence hath given him futficient 
meafis-td prevent, or remove, or abate ‘the’ Hifery’ 
anidviee of his fellow-creatures. ‘hature-prompty 
him to’ this benevolent officey ‘hiv iteafon’ inculcates 
| impowers 


according to’ their different inclinations and ‘direc- 
and condition : his 
almighty law-giver, benefaétor, his 
exanwile; aint hid 


Judge whethérhe 
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Or 18 not 


en . great'd 


Job Von 10 odd} We... 
ate the | 


thereby every man is enable toll 
Whether he is to'look for reward or ‘puniflimént: in 
and’ wé' 
tions to employ from 
els, and to the kingdein 
ally | | ‘ 
their 4 Jnfiuence, ers, ‘will "have 
‘force ‘obli pati ‘are the 


whete he ib withthe cins 
cumftariees of things, and 5 and 


s, .the, means, Should. he, wanting to. fet the 
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the homors,’ and manaers, end. pal 
rence Te ted to general 
the Poor, which arile from 
their prefent ..Wecertainly do not 
want the snot urgent. pare 
it is not-eafy to imagine, that an country, 
Wuart the Gop of to his p 
Deut, xv. 11, of the Jand, is ful- 
comftitation: of things,- which: he hath eftablithed. 
Society: cannot be. carried on 
and ite, anion jand fecusity. | genes 
sally avowed, that the mimben.of a people make the 
deny -inthtead! of. a iupport. The 


and the lazy make tip the ‘of the Poor, 


38 too plain: the remedy is 
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| 
fery emonght thie: lower 
that an to others } 
to conquer the in force enough 
veterate 
| 
- 
this Blefling of Sibert. Trae 
Pend upan our keenino 


dim cult es which 


luxury, which we fee tem 


Reclef,. vii, 10, 

were'better than thefe, if 

ral: diffipation ‘and extra- 
at 


| itifluerice OF 
Meanitiels and 
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hemes'for the 
be allowéd in: the exec of theny 
-W here various intereits ‘ave. ined, and éx- 
tial views, private affeétions too 
often. enter, | ne sanding the greateft caution 
and. good | only! can bea guard 
| 
- 
ay 
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at (Cunist- Cd dion, 


Us 
‘ 
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go. on, day. | betting. i. 7. 
their wickedmefi. been that 
profent witli ‘regaed to the Poor a- 
that the fpirit of 
B 2 "the 
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due 


an oath 


sender kinds OF everity Yet ‘and 


would if we apply the true 
remedy thefe Tid Be the legit 
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to them, let jetermine. at prefent | 
Lfrifé: apd‘one of the: 
Heb. vi. 16. 
of, een. well ve. 
“not of dexneGtion sind the people have 
tual way than of fc 
“wrt 
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at-CunisnCuo Kem, Loriden. 
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and employ the Poor, which hath of Jate/fhewniit- 
elf, gives us reafon to hope, that this work will-orie 
and beft men of alt times, the expeCtations of 
and degrees of people, ought: our 
tention fixed to this paint: didtusmot 

deavours to furmount thofe difficulties 


ow en~ 


there.are) which ‘lie in the ‘nor letiour encou- 


Tagement be wanting to any probable anethods, that 
may conduce to. an end of fuch greatand important 
of this: country... W hatever. fcheme. 


to:the of that 


to.the vartue, the peace, and 


& dial 


i 
. and. induftrions education-of the Poor, 
a better remedy againgt thofe carruptions’ fo 
fits) that can be, deviled. 
| 
brings mc 
care, which @ Father to the Poor would thew ; that 
of thefe School: dorindeed:take care, ‘not 
only of the Inftyuction, but alfo.of the prefent mai tmain- 


Matt. xi. 5. 


earth; and the whole purpofe:of ‘his, teachings.was: 
>Tim. iii. 15. to Make-all men. wifé unto falvation... The rites he 


-oppofition, and. objedtions ; with regard regard 


is not proper, ite either: 
that the fubje€t of itis not:proper to be.communi- 
cated’ the objests> of: it unfit, 
have itcommunicated: to theme; 
we fubject of InftruCtion is the Chriftian Reli- 
gion as-eftablifhed: in this .kingdom..Our Saviour, . 
when hecameinto the iworld, found: the ftate of reh-- 
gious jmftrudtion confined, obfcured, and.corrupted, 
both amongit the and the Gentiles... Amongft 
thie Gentiles;the reafonings: of the Philofophers, and: 
of: the Priefts: (fuppofing even that no. 
inspurities; had»crept anto:them)-were not calculated, 
‘ef ithe people. Amongft the ‘Yews, the: 


principles: it was.one 
of his miffion, that the Poor had the Gofpel. preached 
(Theiéndof his coming was to.déclare the 
glad: tidings: df falwation. unto. the\nations of the 


inftituted: are:few,) and plain, ‘andopnre: ythe law 
herigave;i- is: quniverfal alk orders) 
and degrees! of men;.opén! 
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Oar Religion, and an 
plainly, and as 


tained; and this is the mai all the rules 
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“Rome; which! is form 
WHICH 18 upon the bafeft-maiims of 
‘faith, ‘and biitid obedience ; anid ‘driv. 
; and drives the 
which : Chriftianity was 
learned 4 q ‘given: to. cure. 
| 
will not {wallow the glaring abfurdities ies of thei 
people will ; and the truth is, ‘that the negles 
of teachers in other churches may: hind 
of teachers in other churches, may 
earnec 
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Tuas is thenature,of the Chriftian Religion, as 
aevence and taught amongft us ; plainly; referring 
itfelf to. the judgment 
with fimphigity and 5. 7 


"OF Chtiftia: Religic on 
of are the great | lardians 


peace u ill aim men. ‘Tt 
ety? ‘alone Can the due ex- 
“fecure’ the erids intended 
“and temper, ‘and 
part Of this ‘nation ; who 
of ‘their flperiors, "and render’ ‘the 
evil univerfal.’ "A Yenie our = 
vetul ‘telations? “Which ‘by’ © law ‘of 
“tranquility, “and pro 
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prov. xxii6, tb Sup in ney WantvoF | 
| educa+ 


hardly. pc 
ftrengthened by inftraétion and. 
anational boncenn coe 
only 
foxpid of “all, duty or' 
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tance! to. it idle habits with the fullen 
of violent: padiions ‘of an uncultivated mind, produce 

lett on thim,; Shall we'not tate thiin Pifal. xxvii.ro, 
‘that ‘authority and 
human minds; -and agreeable ta ‘the natutie of 


every’ man thinks bt. diftate to 

colt ls farely time so attend to thefe things with: 

AM Men, amdngh 115... 

‘the due to the 


Raman’ church, will enthnufiatts to 


Which arefothamefally negteCted amongtt us; to the 
vilible-decay of whidhithoiwet 
nobpigcdam the means canndtbe fapported owith: 
| Ited¢ fasély encouragecall the 
methods that may amongit us: a fetious! at. 

hich is the moft fritmdly barrier to ‘virtue ; 
of; fragalitys-which ftrong fafeguatd: to 
fenfe ofthe different’: relations; and ties,. and 
duties of) life) /iwhich |! are! fo: unhappily: loofened 
thronghoutialiranksof meért> ‘a: fetife: of fubordine 
tion’ amd: dependence: in our ‘public-and 'pri- 
vate ‘condudt: ai trae; riotion of »civil ahdireli- 
gious its 


ftate of dnd ‘confufien and 


hands How ‘weak and fhort:bever 
the capacities of the vulgar are;/yet they have ftrength 
a to be led to the knowledge of their Maker, 
andé the: fight of:their feveral duties:’ God bath given 
Pet. things that pertain unto‘life and yodlinefi, 
the icomtimon’ capacities ; 
Prov. xv. 19. The Chriftian 
‘Religion regards ail ranks of men, !and:-confilts their 
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and fincere: heart: - 


Which 


patlions having,a plaja 
to gain the 
Conftierice : 
talents to fulfil 


ouring to-come& the 


are produced: 
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on as:learmingy ahd: ziches, 
etfon of 
temp or land his 
f 9! his! d 
wiew of his duty to Gon, 
felf: and behaving always 
approbation of hiv Maker,’ 
his feveral dutiés 
utfids ita mainte a ich, 
¢ 
pitta ation With intgiity set 
— fuch 
the lower ‘arins. OF 
lente of this: public 
arity 
e 
ongf t the to ‘refit: the influence. of 
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tongue; for the ef the ode in that bountry 


as well a» gpvernment. 


fions appetites of mankind, to undermine all 
Urow the whole Whether we confides the 
neral imotives.witich thould incite us to take due 
be: xeafonably expected. from, the gradual 
we) the nature of the Chriftian Reli- 
gion, in: which: they are infkr acted 
work confider the, neceflity of 
tion in. general,’ or the. fruits ‘of neglecting. of cul- 


at tr bi: 


Of the heart, 
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ings: and ery 
rbehalf). This 
it Girft view 


q ivatin past of marikine: sire 
q to the Poor; og humanity, 
duty vidence wath 
‘© Every. uncorrupted mind the’ on 
whith We. ought: to: ‘are. clear; ‘the objets ure 
only pray daily wo our Fe. 
contribute alfo'our hearty endeavours, 
| Nthich- reigns. in |, in! 
evil Levis he pu 
‘ot | 


N>-Pawachrp 


2.Cor. vili.an. gthat you: 


will, da ganfidexa 


religious and, civil, 
become, \aminputy to the pub- 


we intend ito di 
depreciate 


fhould 


management, thedifpolal of 
ghildren; ane-the! fidbjests! bare yvwhith 


valence: ahd: thecpro- 


without or “narrowness 


thimking); with'ampartiality,! and»pradence; and 
moderation the-moft-enlarged notions: of our 


‘dlbjudged charity 


lie? we may enebaragethe: lazy: and unprofitable, 
inftead of employing tewarding “the vinduf: 
rious arid théreby-diurt the: eaufe virtue; whith . 
shave bee ufed'td 


: oftensampele| upon itheyweaknefs of athers:: objec: 


tions havecbeentrdiled them; arid! they fhould 
be iregarded: the 
fhews-that you the world and your! 
provide fdr hings,\notconly th 

the fight of Lard, bub ialfa fight 


sperky: deftroy:all:the obijeGnons andi op- 
pofition that have ahdiithis. 
will continue to be properly exerted; while perfons 
of rank and worth take upon them the dire¢tion of 
nducting them with ote- 
fervied to: their. country. 
Favor thould nos eaters :where the: ‘and fit- 


teft objects, ape imtended:to be and 
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‘ore bighly of themfelurs than they ought to think. In- 
@uitry will not only cure the ‘prefent evil,“ but’ pro- 
‘duce great utility to the public: by the due’ regu-. 
ation of thefe’ Scbodls,” the rifing” gen¢ration will 
be feafoned’ againtt” cortupt’ examples. and ‘allure- 
tients, with early principles’ of ‘fobriety and dili- 
‘gence, of pure religion, ‘and fteady loyalty: a good — 
foondation will be'laid for habits of righteoufne/i, Prov. ii. 9. 
and judgment, ‘and equity? and Of bumi- 
ity and the fear of thé Lard, ‘will be rithes; and Bon. + 
tur, and life.—All. human’ inftitutions 
ihiperfections, and perverfions, and therefore fubject 
to reproach: but reproaches even ‘of an 
thay be a proper ground ‘of caution’; ripe hae 
vice to awaken our attention, and Gpon‘our 
guard; that, if poffible, there be. ve a us 
even an appearance of evil.—Thele laudable UThefl. v. 22. 
may be carried on’ under the wifeft rules, and by | 
the beft deviled methods; yet lmuiitudes of the = 
lower rank’ of men ate not, will not be reformed. 
This may proceed from other caufes, from want of 
other means, neceflary to cosoperate with thefe en- 
deavours ; but it is hardly confiftent with’candor to 
afferf, that the idlenefs, and‘error, and vice, which 
prévail’in {pite of thefe fchemies’of education, flow 
from them. (A fair inquirer will rejoice, if the 
_ Glared end of thefe foundations appears to be an- 
__ fwered as fully as could be reafonably expected: but . 
if the end will at leaft 
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if not, praife the means which sre proper, 
ell cod and therefore fit to 
fupported, encouraged, and carried to perfection.. 
Ought. to be ready aiid to give an antwe 
to. every inquirer; that you ufe the moft probable 
means, and would be to, ufe_mare, 
means, up thefe children. in the nurture and 
Bph.vi.4 admonition. of the Lord; to make them honeft and. 
wfeful members of fociety.. For the fuccefs you 
cannot anfwer == ou. know. that it is mot the will of 
your Father which is in heaven, that one of thefe little 
fBould periph : and therefore you_think it your 
duty to your Gop and your country, to contribute: 
your part te cultivate virtue, and truth, and induf- 


him that thus foweth righteoufuefi, there is a Sri ge fer 
Prov. xi. 18, ard, For conducted by wifdom,) not 
refines ‘the foul, but bleffes it in the. 
eminent degree, with efteem. and reverence, 
and digni men, and with that folid in- 
ward pl which. this world can neither. give,. 
por, take away. It brings us. in this life to. the: 
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ET Y “for P OMOTING 


Knowledge having been many Years en- 
7 me gaged in carrying on fuch Defigns, as. 

te they judged might promote the Interefts 


Almighy GOD, and whichiby: his Bleffing have i in 
@ greac meafure anfwered.thofe Ends; buc finding 
that fuch ‘their Defigns are not fo generally pees 


encouraged as they prefume they. will be, whem fu 
ther'known ; they therefore, publith. this. 
haye. ‘fo refolved to! 
rom year |to year, roceedings, 
the Rane of their Affairs. 7 
HE 


of «ruc Religion, andthe, Honour of 


‘asthey could with, and confequently not fo, 
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E confift of B- 
DING Members; Who, Before. 
be. 
Nid bie dix, The totmer (ot whe 
have joitied to the fame. 
Subleriba fuch ‘Annual Sims as 
thinks proper, towards carrying on the Defigns of 
the eee and have their regular Meetings, in 
Busine relatin is tranfacted. 


ey er 


er 
Great Britainand Ireland, and other Proteftant Coun- 
tries, as are chofen to éorrefpoh@with the Society, on 
te theit tofu 

fuch Methods of doin to 
with Sich teligtoasl vwleful 
Books, as are from time to time approved of, and 
recommended by thé Society ; and to remit occafio- 
which they alive ate pleafed 

Bue forthe vereet tert the Nature 

Defigtie of thiy'Society, is thought convenient 

premife a fhore: Narrativeof’ its’ Rife ‘and 
A etd Fe was about the fatter End of the Year 1 
608. that few Gentlemen formed themfelves 
of the Society, prdrieting: che veal and 
to thent, from time té time, ‘vo be! 
‘td that Enid, till towards the Con- 
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elefion of the Year 1701 » when, af their 1701, 
‘a Cparter was obtained from King am Hi. 
all the then embers Of 
‘Society, with other Perfons of Diftinétion in Chureh | 
‘and State, were Incorporated for the better carrying Of the Jnr 


én-that Branch of theit Defigns which related to the 


for Propagation 
Plantations, és beyond Beas, of the Ge/pel in 


-felanging the Ki land; from. whieh 
“thine excellent Hine ihe Bl 
fing, Been cond by Corpote- 


“tion. 
Burt their Charter b to Parts, The 
gad the s of that Corporation being hivherto 
of the Original Members of our Voluntary Society, Plaatesior, 
‘fill continued: to carry on, in that Capacity, their {he Original 


“more extenfive Defigns for advancing the oy! of 
GOD, ‘and the Good! of 


(Chriftian Knowledge, both. at’ Home: ‘an 


Parts of the World, the bef Methods 
be They are therefore a Society diftin& from 
the Corporation, and known: Name of the 
octet for Peomoting € fan 
principal ‘Me were the faine as 
been before. The t0-ptoctire and 
Cottage the erecting of Cu in all Charity. 
Parts of be King om; and phat thofe Schools tight Schools 
an{wer.the true forwhich they wereerect- rected. 
ed; the Society has not been wanting’ in theit Cor- 
-Refpondence (with. ‘of! theit? Members:‘as have 
‘in their Sop 


cand Managettient) 
torécommend at all Times; that, together with Reli- 


gious and Ufeful Inftruétion, Care fhould be taken, 
‘and < proper Means ufed, to inure the Children of 
Induftry andi Labour, ' fo that they may 


me. 
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| Chriftians, loyal, andynfeful Sobjedts : 
and: be as well.as fit to be'employ'd, on- 
ih Trades,orServices, but alfo.in Hutbandty, Navi-— 
gation, or any. other Bufinefs, thall' be’ though 
Ufe and Benefit.co the Publick. With thefe 
"Views the Society, printed<and difperfed fuch a Sex 
OF Rules\ forthe’ good Order Government of 
thefe Schools, as had been approved. of by the Arch- 
-biffiops: and Bithops,. who. directed, that. the fame 
be. obferved within theif refpective Diocefes: 
But what Care they have taken, and what 
donéin.thefe we appear from N° 


| the, Appendix. 
Metho. was {0 difperie, bork 


broad, Bibles, . tayet-Books, and.divers Sorts 
and accordingly they. have, by 
of their Members, difperfed feveral 
Phoutands, of them,, in f{ueh Manner and 
to as; they have preston to hope has 
the, great Increafe of the Knowledge and’ 
Pradtice ‘of our, holy Religion. Thefe Books and 
(of which there is,a in, the. Appen- 
be as.are Bou 
ime in (85 W tare Bound, 
prive the Society the 
of the other Half, as alfo that of Binding, in the for 
out ‘of own Fund. 
BSE are she, General Defigns of this. Society.; 
ip. certainlncome fowards fupporting 
¢-{mall, yet, shey hay ve hitherco been ena+ 
by theirjown,Anaual. bicriptions, andthe Le- 
acies or other cafusl Benefadtions of. well difpoled 
taife a, Fund fufficient to.carry, them on 


from year) to Year at a. very ore 
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